TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 10, 2020

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gorman at 6:35 p.m. Mayor Gorman made an opening announcement concerning the meeting being conducted via Zoom and how the public can participate.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Gorman
Present via Zoom Software: Coppola, Crawford, DiPietro, Maldonado, Santo
Absent:  

On January 8, 2020, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Christian Johansen, Manager
		Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		Chuck Uhl, Chief, OEM
		Mike Burns, Solicitor - via Zoom

Councilman Santo gave the invocation.  		
Pac 76 Scouts led the flag salute.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes – October 27, 2020
Motions: Maldonado/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

PROCLAMATIONS:
– Seaview Country Club – Host of the Veterans Celebration for 2020
· Galloway Cricket Club – Winners of the tristate cricket championship

DISCUSSION 	-  Best Practices
The manager gave a brief history of the best practices checklist. State municipal aid is tied to our responses in 29 items.  The township answered yes to 25 items, no to 2 items and 2 items were not applicable.  Based on our score Galloway will receive 100% of our municipal aid.

Concerning meeting with the public present, the manager contacted the Greater Egg Harbor and Galloway Boards of Education concerning using their facilities.  Currently the limit is 100 people or 25% of a rooms capacity. Greater Egg could allow for 100 people to attend including council, staff and professionals.  Since the last meeting, COVID-19 numbers have not stabilized.  We would still need to offer some type of hybrid for the public to participate while watching at home.  The mayor asked if council wants to continue virtually and make a determination meeting by meeting.  Councilman Coppola said in light of the number of cases increasing, in his opinion, he would like to continue virtually for the time being.  Re-visit at the next meeting.    Deputy Mayor Crawford commented she is in agreement with Councilman Coppola.  Councilman DiPietro is also in agreement, with remaining virtual, and will revisit at the next meeting.  Councilman Santo commented he is in agreement with all comments.  Councilman Maldonado is also in agreement; we don’t want to negatively impact our senior population.   He also reminded the public the Veterans Celebration is tomorrow at Seaview.  



COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilman Maldonado – Veterans Celebration is at Seaview Country Club.  All safety measures are in place and masks are required.  Hopes to see our veterans and their family members at Seaview.
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Go Green Galloway is having a virtual speaker to discuss the use of native plants in your yard.  Native plants benefit local birds and wildlife.  Close to 300 people are already registered to listen and participate.  You will be inspired to turn your yard into a natural habitat!  
Councilman Clute – Germania tanker truck is on the bill list and should be here in a couple of weeks.  Bayview’s engine should be coming before the end of the year.  Both will be in-service by early next year.  

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION (First Reading): N/A

ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING: (Second Reading) 
2040-2020 Amend Chapter 233, Section 21, A-9 of the Township Code concerning quarries
Council Comments: Deputy Mayor Crawford stated this will ban the ability to quarry or sand mine in Galloway
Public Comments: N/A
Motions: Maldonado/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

2041-2020 Amend Chapter 59 of the Township Code for an escrow fee increase 
Council Comments: N/A  
Public Comments: N/A
Motions: Maldonado/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

RESOLUTIONS:
273-20 Payment of bills in the amount of $1,788,959.93
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A    
Motions: DiPietro/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y (abstaining from Go Green Galloway payments and the League of Women Voters payment), DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

274-20 Authorize Council to go into Closed Session
The clerk reported the closed session is to discuss the Local 676 union contract, a possible land acquisition and a potential litigation matter.  Action will not be taken tonight. 
Motions: Crawford/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

283-20 Authorize award of contract for 2nd Ave Improvement Project, Phase 1 to Paving Plus, LLC
Deputy Mayor Crawford asked if we have used Paving Plus, LLC before.  The manager explained not in his tenure. 3 bids were received and Paving Plus is the lowest bid. Paving begin at Upland southward.  Funded with a DOT grant.  
Motions: Maldonado/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

Consent Agenda Resolution
275-20 Authorize accepting $8,400.00 in grant funds from the NJ Division of Highway Safety
276-20 Authorize refund of escrow account D-01208 in the amount of $889.42 for 505 Seaview
277-20 Authorize cancellation & refund of taxes – Qualifies under the Disabled Veterans Act 
278-20 Oppose cutting pilot payments under the Garden State Preservation Trust after tax rate has been set
279-20 Authorize release of performance bond & accept project - Smithville Square
280-20 Number not used 
281-20 Authorize grant application Wrangleboro Shared-Use Path Project 
282-20 Authorize application to the DCA for the Local Government Emergency Funds Grant
284-20 Authorize the refund of overpaid taxes
285-20 Authorize extending outdoor seating for restaurants during COVID-19 until March 31, 2021

Raffles/Permits/Firemen’s Association Membership – N/A
		
The manager reported #281-20 is a DOT grant for a walking path along Wrangleboro Road.  There are a few properties where we will need additional right-of-way.  Resolution #282-20 is the CARES Act grant applied through Dept of Community Affairs.  Galloway was approved for up to $499,000.00. Our application was for $471,772.00 of the available grant.  Thanked Kelli Danieli, Kristen Manning, Melinda Ade, Matt Ayers, Chief Donna Higbee and Mike Brandenberger for their assistance preparing the submittal.  The mayor also thanked all who worked on the submittal.
 
Council Comments: N/A
Public Comments: N/A
Motions: Maldonado/Crawford  
Roll Call: Clute- Y, Coppola-Y (abstain 285-20) Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

MANAGERS REPORT: 
Thanked Mr. Keenan and Mr. Kern for the offer of availability of their venues.  Veterans Day Celebration is at Seaview Country Club on November 11th.  Municipal Offices are closed. November 14th is the annual ham and oyster dinner at Oceanville Fire House.  Take out only will be available.  November 21st the Galloway Road Convenience Center will be accepting bulk waste drop-off.  November 10th is the last day of the grace period to pay 4th quarter taxes.  Interest will incur from that point on.  November 19th is the deadline to avoid the tax sale. Each year Galloway conducts an accelerated tax sale where 3rd parties to pay delinquent balances in the current year.  Our sale will be conducted on December 22, 2020.  As of November 16th the tax office will only accept certified funds to pay balances.  Checks and credit cards won’t be accepted.


COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Clute – Oceanville Fire House ham & oyster dinner is Saturday. Best fried oysters.  Drive through service only.   Extended his congratulations to the Galloway Cricket Association. They are very excited to begin training for next year!
Councilman Coppola – Asked the solicitor if he should recuse himself from resolution #285-20 as he has a family business.  The solicitor said to abstain his vote.   Expressed his appreciation to Seaview for hosting the Veterans Celebration. He congratulated the Galloway Cricket Club.  Very proud council was able to provide the dedicated cricket field for the team – Wished them continued success. Asked the manager to keep council posted on the progress of the grant application
Deputy Mayor Crawford – New grant assistance available through Atlantic County for short term rental and mortgage assistance for those financially impacted due to the pandemic.  Information is available at the county website.  There is also a business assistance loan program for closures due to the pandemic and also eligible are added costs for tents, PPE, etc.  
Councilman DiPietro – Congratulated the cricket team and announced the Galloway Mustangs baseball team won a state championship.  Thanked all veterans for their service.  
Councilman Maldonado – Hopes the community will come out and support the veteran’s tomorrow.
Councilman Santo –  Happy Veterans Day to all veterans.  Congratulated the township leadership for the scores on the best practices worksheet.  All of the affirmative responses is a testament to their hard work. Thanks Pac 76 for leading us in the flag salute.  They are the future leaders of our township.
Mayor Gorman – Thanked staff for putting the grant submittal together.  Please come out to the Veterans Day Celebration and thank a veteran.
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – In agreement with conducting meetings virtually until the numbers get better.
Thanked the school for allowing us to use their facility if we need to.  Won’t be attending the vet’s ceremony as she is already committed to help deliver food to shut-ins that can’t get out. Mrs. J asked if the township being sued again?  The solicitor responded yes, but it has very little to do with this council.  The lawsuit stems from allegations that are almost 30-years old.  Lastly she asked when leaves will be picked up?  He responded they have already started leaf collection. Her section is next week.  Thanked council for being on-top of this pandemic.  Council is very conscious and always try to do the best for everyone.  It is appreciated. Wished everyone well

Councilman Santo asked the residents to keep their leaves on the edge of their property rather than rake them in the street so not to impact storm drains.

Moesha Math, First Avenue – Thanked the mayor, Chris and public works for the Festival of Lights which is scheduled for December 10th.  Subject to change due to the pandemic.  Thanked all in the military for their service, past and present.  We should get portable meals that soldiers use so students can get a better feel for what our military go through.  Maybe next year. 

Hearing no further comment from the public, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting to closed session. No action will be taken after closed session.    Motion was made by Councilman Maldonado and seconded by Deputy Mayor Crawford.  Meeting adjourned at 7:27 pm.

Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:
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