TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2020

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gorman at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Gorman made an opening announcement concerning the meeting being conducted via Zoom and how the public can participate.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Gorman
Present via Zoom Software: Coppola, Crawford, DiPietro, Maldonado, Santo
Absent:  

On January 8, 2020, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Christian Johansen, Manager
		Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		Chuck Uhl, Chief, OEM				
		Mike Burns, Solicitor, Grace Marmero - via Zoom

Councilman DiPietro asked for a moment of silence for the passing of Brigantine Mayor Andy Simpson. 
Councilman DiPietro led the flag salute.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes – August 11, 2020
Motions: Crawford/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

B. Closed Session Minutes – August 11, 2020
Motions: Crawford/Maldonado
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

DISCUSSION:
The manager explained many events from April to August were cancelled.  Councilman Coppola reported Smithville cancelled the Oktoberfest and the Irish and Italian Festivals.  Our issue is how to move forward and meet CDC requirements.  The 9/11 ceremony will be shorter and the Salute to Veterans program on 9/12/20 has been modified.  It will be a ceremony only; food will not be served.  Movies in the Park should be able to continue, but there will not be a snack stand.  Attendees can bring their own snacks and drinks.  The Community Yard sale will continue on 9/19.  Since the Food Truck Festival attracts more than 500 people it is necessary to cancel this year.  The shredding event will be held on October 3rd.  Make a Difference Day will continue, but no food will be served after the event.  As for Trunk or Treat, staff from Community Services, police and EMS feel we can’t do this safely.  The manager asked for input from council.  The issue is how to safely hand out candy and meet CDC requirements.  The Veterans Day service usually held in the court room could be a problem with only 25% maximum capacity.  Possibly move to outdoors or at the senior center. As for December events, consider combining the tree lighting and Santa’s arrival.  The Recreation Committee should discuss the December events.  Trunk or Treat needs to be decided soon.   The Mayor and Deputy Mayor regrettably agreed with the manager to cancel.  The Deputy Mayor suggested waiting a little while before deciding what to do for December events.  Mayor Gorman discussed conducting public meetings and how to move forward.  EHT is having in-person council meetings at their community center which is a larger venue.  The manager commented the clerk conducted a survey of what other municipalities are doing.  Let us update the survey to get more information.  Councilman Coppola commented the court room maximum capacity is 200, so 25% would allow us to have 50 people. The Deputy Mayor commented we could do a hybrid meeting like the schools. When we start in-person meetings, the public could have a call-in number to still be able to participate.  Councilman DiPietro agreed with a call-in line for those who are not comfortable attending in-person.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilman Maldonado reported the Veterans Advisory Board met and the Salute to Veterans Celebration scheduled for 9/12/20 is on track but scaled down. Expect many veterans and their family members will attend.  
Mayor Gorman – Reported the Public Safety Committee met and will move forward hiring two police officers.  
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Thanked the volunteers who worked on the Green Market.  Very successful this year. Also thanked the Fitzgerald’s for providing the space for the market.  Received a grant for refillable water stations and one has been installed near Imagination Station.  Looking to install a second one near the soccer fields.

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION (First Reading):
2037-2020 -  Amending Chapter 199-11 of the Township Code – Key Box Entry Systems 
The mayor explained this will provide a key box for fire fighters to open a door to a business in the event of a fire.  The manager added businesses will have the opportunity to opt out.
Motions: Coppola/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

2038-2020 – Amend Chapter A368 of the Township Code – Police Rules & Regulations
The manager explained this memorializes rules and regulations and the treatment of COVID time.  
Motions: Crawford/Coppola
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

RESOLUTIONS:
223-20 Payment of bills in the amount of $14,396,548.96
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  Deputy Mayor commented payments on notes are included on the list.    
Motions: Maldonado/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

224-20 Closed Session 
The clerk reported the closed session is to discuss one litigation matter.  The manager said any action to be taken will be at the next scheduled council meeting.   
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

225-20 Authorize cancellation & refund of taxes at 807 Somerstown Lane due to Disabled Veterans Act   
226-20 Authorize cancellation & refund of taxes at 254 Aschwind Courte due to Disabled Veterans Act
227-20 Authorize liens for lawn maintenance at two properties
228-20 Authorize assignment of municipal lien at 435 Avenue A, Block 574, Lot 1
229-20 Authorize the cancellation of municipal tax lien certificate
230-20 Authorize award of contracts to Constellation New Energy & Direct Energy Business
231-20 Authorize charitable roadway solicitation application – Bayview Volunteer Fire Company
232-20 Authorize a discharge of mortgage to Matilda Ingham 
233-20 Authorize refund of sewer overpayment
234-20 Authorize purchase of police department uniforms with This & That Uniforms LLC
235-20 Authorize refunds of tax overpayments
236-20 Authorize payout of accumulated lease to Stephen Wilkens

Raffles/Permits/Firemen’s Association Membership – N/A

Council Comments: N/A
Public Comments: N/A
Motions: Maldonado/Santo  
Roll Call: Clute- Y (abstaining from #231-20), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

MANAGERS REPORT: 
Reported the Senior Center will open slowly.  Allowing 25 people for recreation and socialization only.  Seniors should be expecting a phone call to sign-up.  All drainage work is complete and we are waiting for the 60-day settlement period to end before we can start paving.  Sewer payments are due September 20, 2020.  Tax bills will be mailed out in about two weeks.  Still due November 1st.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Clute – Wished good luck to all teachers, parents and students as they begin school.  Spoke with two Freeholders concerning construction signs on Jimmie Leeds Road.  Was informed that as long as there is an active purchase order on a road project the contractor does not have to remove construction signs.  Some signs on JLR were removed, but they may have to be put back up.   
Councilman Coppola – Senior center is open – very exciting.  Saturday is the Salute to Veterans.  Sam Davis is the guest speaker.  Wished a happy birthday to Galloway resident, David Gasman who is turning 100 years old.
Deputy Mayor Crawford – 9/11 ceremony is this Friday at 6PM at Patriot Lake.  NJ residents can now register to vote on-line.  NJ will be sending out a vote by mail ballot to all registered voters in early October.  Once complete, mail it back, place it in the drop-box at the complex or bring it to a polling site on November 3rd.  Voters can go to the polls, but you will have to fill-out a paper provisional ballot.  
Councilman DiPietro – Wished everyone a successful school year. Very challenging for all.    Senior tax freeze & homestead rebates will be restored.  Encouraged all to attend the 9/11 ceremony this week.
Councilman Maldonado – Asked if any election polling places moved or changed.  The clerk responded she is working with the Board of Elections and waiting for the county to certify the polling locations.  Thanked Chief Higbee for the good deeds of our police officers.  Most residents don’t see the good actions of our police department.  Thanked public works for picking up the debris from the last storm.
Councilman Santo – Thanked Chief Higbee and Captain Barber for their efforts to hire two more officers.  Thanked public works for their efforts after the storm.  Hopes to see everyone at the 9/11 ceremony on Friday and the Salute to Veterans on Saturday.
Mayor Gorman – Hope to see a large turnout at the events scheduled this weekend. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Moesha Math, First Avenue – Thanked Councilman Clute and Mayor Gorman regarding the sign removal on Jimmie Leeds Road. Tried to log in to the county freeholder meeting but could not.  

Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – Very grateful for the opening of the senior center.  Veterans Day at the senior center is it inside or outside?  The mayor said possibly inside based on maximum capacity limits at the time.  Hoping by November 11th the maximum capacity limit increases, so we can allow more people inside.  Mrs. J commented she attended the planning board meeting that was in-person.  Deputy Mayor Crawford suggested the hybrid meeting format would be a good idea.    Mrs. J also stated the sustainable water station is a great idea.  Mrs. J asked Councilman Maldonado how the public can purchase a block at Veterans Memorial Park.  Councilman Maldonado will call Mrs. J. tomorrow.  Councilman Coppola commented forms to purchase a glass block are in the lobby at the municipal complex.  He will get the form over to her house.  However, the installer usually waits until there are several blocks to be installed at one time.  Mrs. J. asked if there a rain date for The Veterans Celebration on Saturday, Councilman Maldonado responded no.  She is happy to hear we are getting new police officers.   They don’t get recognition for their good deeds.  Councilman DiPietro commented that he will call Mrs. J concerning the 2020 tax freeze.  

Hearing no further comment from the public, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting to closed session.   Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Crawford and seconded by Councilman Maldonado.   Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:
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