TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF AUGUST 11, 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gorman at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Gorman made an opening announcement concerning the meeting being conducted via Zoom and how the public can participate.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Gorman
Present via Zoom Software: Coppola, Crawford, DiPietro, Maldonado, Santo
Absent:  

Mayor Gorman asked for a moment of silence for all to be in a better place. 
Councilman Coppola led the flag salute.

On January 8, 2020, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		Chuck Uhl, Chief, OEM				
		Al Marmero, Solicitor via Zoom

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes – July 14, 2020
Motions: Crawford/Maldonado
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

RESOLUTIONS:
202-20 Payment of bills in the amount of $8,449,862.30
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: DiPietro/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

203-20 Closed Session 
The clerk reported the closed session is to discuss a potential land sale and an update on litigation matters.
Motions: Crawford/Maldonado
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

218-20 Authorize Addendum #2 with Atlantic County for the Mill Pond, Node C, Phase 2 Project 
The mayor commented this is a deed consolidation for the parkway project.
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

222-20 Authorize emergency purchase of Morbark chipper from NJ Co-Op Vendor
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Maldonado/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

Mayor asked council if anyone would like to remove an item from the consent agenda to be discussed separately.  Deputy Mayor Crawford asked to remove #214-20 for discussion.

Consent Agenda Resolutions
204-20 Authorize refund of escrow account for a sewer lateral at 444 Redwood Avenue 
205-20 Authorize waiving yard sale permit fee during the community wide yard sale
206-20 Authorize Payout of accumulated time for employee who resigned
207-20 Authorize amending budget for 2020 Safe & Secure Communities Grant – Chapter 159 
208-20 Authorize contract for proprietary software maintenance with Vital Communications
209-20 Authorize contract for proprietary software maintenance with Edmunds Gov Tech
210-20 Authorize 1-year contract extension to RW Brown Landscaping for snow removal
211-20 Authorize amending Resolution #331-19 for the Municipal Alliance funding submission
212-20 Authorize discharge of mortgage located at 68 Apache Court
213-20 Authorize acceptance of the 2020 Community Development Block Grant
215-20 Authorize amending budget for 2020 Pedestrian Safety Grant – Chapter 159
216-20 Authorize release of performance guarantee & escrow accounts for Risley Square
217-20 Authorize contract for auto body repairs to Streamline Auto Body of Little Egg Harbor, Inc.
219-20 Authorize application & acceptance of 2020 Justice Edward Byrne Memorial Grant
220-20 Authorize cancellation of taxes
221-20 Authorize the refund of overpaid taxes

Raffles/Permits/Firemen’s Association Membership
	~ NJ State Firemen’s Association Application – Justin Crawford
	~ NJ State Firemen’s Association Application – Donald Scull
	~ NJ State Firemen’s Association Application – Thomas Venafro, Jr.
	~ NJ State Firemen’s Association Application – Ethan Draddy

Council Comments: 
Councilman Santo asked where the grant monies from resolution #213-20 would be used.  Mayor Gorman explained the grant would be used for improvements at the senior center.  
Councilman Clute commented on resolution #217-20.  He suggested the township keep work local at least in Atlantic County.  Mayor Gorman agreed when possible to keep work local.
Public Comments: N/A
Motions: Maldonado/Crawford  
Roll Call: Clute- Y (abstaining from the 4 fire membership applications), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

214-20 Express opposition to full-vote-by-mail election in November 2020
Deputy Mayor Crawford commented her hesitation is how safe will it be in November to vote in person at a polling site.  She would like the public to vote however they feel comfortable, at the polls or by mail.  Councilman Coppola replied the resolution opposes a full vote by mail election.  People can go to big box stores, municipal offices, etc. they should have the choice to go to a polling site or vote by mail.  The resolution before council does not contain any disparaging language against anyone. The mayor supports polling places to be open if people wish to utilize them or vote by mail, it’s their choice.   Councilman Santo questioned any liability the township may have for the volunteers working the poles.  The solicitor replied there is no liability if the State of NJ allows polling sites to be open.  After more discussion council agreed to remove the 2nd and 3rd paragraphs from the proposed resolution.  Mayor Gorman asked for a motion.

Motions: DiPietro/Clute  
Roll Call: Clute- Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

MANAGERS REPORT: N/A

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Clute – Commented on his tour of the bathrooms at the recreation fields.  Getting sewer to that area has been a multi-year project.  The bathrooms are almost ready for use.  Also saw the solar project.  Pleased to see the contractor hired county residents for the installation.  
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Echoed Councilman Clute’s comments. Applauded South Egg Harbor Fire Company for their decontamination unit.  They raised the funds to accomplish this project.  The Galloway Green Market has a few more weeks on Thursday nights at Smithville Village Greene.  Lots of local farmers, businesses and crafters.  They all need our support.
Councilman Santo –  The decontamination unit is a refurbished bus. Thanked Chief  Scott Feldman from South Egg Harbor.  This project was his idea and no taxpayer money was spent. Other municipalities will be able to use this unit.  
Councilman Coppola – Bathrooms look great.  This is a testament to the continuity of projects moving forward regardless of who is on council.  Thanked public works for the cleanup after the storm.  The township will be submitting cleanup expenses to FEMA for reimbursement.  Also acknowledged the police department.  They had a particularly tough week and in one situation made an arrest within 24 hours.   
Councilman Maldonado – Thanked all employees for their efforts before, during and after the storm.  Nice to see neighbors helping neighbors.  Replacement signage is needed on Pomona Road across from Father Keis Drive.  Also commented on the passing of Congressman John Lewis.
Councilman DiPietro – Lots of positive things happening in the township.  Thanked public works for their cleanup after the storm and Atlantic City Electric for restoring power throughout the county. The new bathrooms look great.
Mayor Gorman – Thanked the police, fire, EMS and public works employees, it has been a rough summer for all involved.  Galloway has dedicated employees.  Also thanked Ken Mosca and Atlantic City Electric.  They were phenomenal restoring power after the last storm.  Commented on the bathrooms at the recreation fields, they are first class.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane –. A couple of things, first will the township be scheduling debris pick-up due to the storm? The mayor said he will discuss a clean-up with the manager.  Second, what about bulk pickup?  The mayor responded the township provides bulk pickup for the seniors. Third, at the last meeting she discussed some type of activity for the seniors at the senior center.  The mayor responded that between the excessive heat recently and the governor reducing the number of people allowed indoors, we will plan a bingo event outside.  Details will be forthcoming. Next Mrs. J asked about the wiring at the senior building. The mayor responded it is routine work being done.  She also commented on her dis-satisfaction with seniors losing the senior freeze benefit and the homestead rebate.  She wants council to contact the governor and state legislators and get answers.  It is unacceptable for seniors to lose these programs.   Councilman DiPietro said he will contact Assemblyman Rumpf. Councilman Coppola will call Senator Connors.  Mayor Gorman said he will draft a letter from all of council stating their opposition to seniors not getting those benefits.  Lastly Mrs. J stated she saw a letter sent to Chief Higbee referencing defunding the Galloway police department.  The letter contained disparaging remarks against the police.  The letter writer needs to submit proof of these incidents, not submit innuendo.  She asked each councilmember to publicly state their position concerning the Galloway police department.  Each councilmember publically supports the GTPD and Chief Higbee.  In addition, the 2020 budget added additional police officers.  In addition, the Atlantic County prosecutor has commented on the training and professionalism of the Galloway police force led by Chief Higbee. Mrs. J thanked council for their comments and loyalty to our police department. 

Moesha Math, First Avenue – Mentioned moving the construction signage on Jimmie Leeds Road closer to the location where the poles are being moved.  Councilman Clute has mentioned this to the contractor and will look into it again along with contacting the Freeholder board since Jimmie Leeds Road is a county road.  Next Mr. Math commented on the possibility of a developer buying land the township is acquiring through foreclosures thereby getting tax revenue.

Karen B - Ebony Tree Avenue – Appreciates Mrs. J being so candid with her comments.  Prior comments were made about ballots not counting because they were filled out wrong.  Were those people notified?  Deputy Mayor Crawford responded if the signature did not match, a letter was sent in order to correct the signature.  The vast majority of ballots that did not count were sent in too late.  Why are driver’s licenses not required for identification?  The mayor responded voters are identified by signature.
Ms. B commented signatures can be forged easily today.  Lastly, concerning resolution #217-20, why are we using a company that isn’t in our township or county.  Mayor Gorman responded we use local people as much as possible.  Ms. B asked if there is some type of law that says we have to take the lowest bid, over someone in our own township.  The solicitor explained the purchasing laws.  

Moesha Math, First Avenue – questioned Resolution #217-20 concerning work being done within the county and eliminate the work going out of county at the lowest cost.  The solicitor explained #217-20 is pay to play resolution, not an RFP.  This vendor has done business with the township in the past and the township was satisfied.  There needs to be a relevant need to require the work stay local, for example, towing would be relevant to a local vendor due to response time getting to the scene of an accident.  Auto parts is not relevant.  Local contract law dictates the lowest bidder provided there is no negative prior history.  Councilman Coppola asked if the JIF requires vendors for auto repairs with a schedule of costs for parts and services.  As long as the vendor is within that range, wouldn’t that negate the need for a bid process?  The solicitor responded if a vendor is below the bid threshold you can choose who does the work.  The anticipated expenses for this vendor is over the pay to play threshold $17,500.00.  Pay to play paperwork was provided meaning they made no political contributions to Galloway council members and will not do so for the life of the contract.

Hearing no further comment from the public, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting to closed session.  Action will not be taken so the meeting will adjourn from closed session.    Motion was made by Councilman Maldonado and seconded by Deputy Mayor Crawford.   Meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm.

Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:



Kelli Danieli, RMC	/s/			Jim Gorman		/s/
Kelli Danieli, RMC, Township Clerk			Jim Gorman, Mayor
