TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF JUNE 16, 2020

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gorman at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Gorman made an opening announcement concerning the meeting being conducted via Zoom and how the public can participate.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Gorman
Present via Zoom Software: Coppola, Crawford, DiPietro, Maldonado, Santo
Absent:  

Mayor Gorman asked for a moment of silence for our country to be in a better place moving forward.   
Councilman Clute led the flag salute.

On January 8, 2020, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Christian Johansen, Manager
		Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		Chuck Uhl, Chief, OEM
		Al Marmero, Solicitor via Zoom

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes – May 26, 2020
Motions: DiPietro/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

PROCLAMATION:
Honoring our 2020 graduates.  Will be on the website.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Reported the Sustainability Task Force was awarded a grant from Sustainable Jersey for outdoor water refill stations.  One will be installed near Patriot Lake.  The Green Market is starting on June 25 at Historic Smithville 4 – 7 pm.  Safety and distancing measures will be in place.  

RESOLUTIONS:
165-20 Payment of bills in the amount of $6,207,582.92
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

166-20 Closed Session – No Closed Session

167-20 Authorize change order #1 in the amount of $61,920.00 for Tartaglio Field Sanitary Sewer Project 
The mayor explained this change order is due to the increased scope of work which extends sewer to Gabriel Field.  Through the change order we are able to save approximately $20,000.00.  
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Coppola
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

168-20 Authorize state contract purchase for a Genetec security door system in the amount of $65,509.00
The mayor explained this is for new software and locks for the municipal complex.  
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Maldonado/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

172-20 Authorize award of bid for 2020 road program & drainage project to Arawak Paving
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: DiPietro/Maldonado
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

176-20 Authorize urging Governor Murphy to re-open the State of New Jersey
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Clute/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

177-20 Authorize procedures for outdoor seating during COVID 19
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: DiPietro/Clute
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Abstain, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

178-20 Authorize lease with Atlantic City Electric (ACE)  July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021
The manager explained ACE contacted us asking about vacant land to store materials.  They are starting a large job from the Port Republic substation north to Tuckerton.  Looking to store equipment and materials on the land. Interested in the eastern quadrant of the pit we acquired last year on Route 9.  The 12-month lease will not impact the Stockton agreement for reforestation.  Monies will be used for the renovation of that area.  Deputy Mayor Crawford asked if soil stored on the property will be tested to ensure it’s not contaminated.   The manger responded it will be tested – ACE will remedy anything they do that damages or contaminants the property.  The solicitor added indemnification language was included in the agreement with ACE and they will be responsible to remedy. ACE will also be required to indemnify the township.  Councilman Clute asked if ACE will be using a helicopter for transporting materials and if yes, will they be storing a helicopter on the site.  If yes, Councilman Clute suggested we notify residents of 4 Seasons of the possibility.  The solicitor responded if they use the property for reasons other then what is listed in the agreement, ACE has to request permission from the township first.  
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Clute
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y




Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

Consent Agenda Resolutions
169-20 Authorize reimbursement of escrow account #E21-614 in the amount of $900.00
170-20 Authorize rescinding resolution 151-20
171-20 Authorize corrected payout of accumulated lease to retired SFC John Kelly
173-20 Authorize amending 2020 budget for insertion of special item of revenue – Chapter 159
174-20 Authorize the refund of overpaid taxes
175-20 Authorize waiving project review fees for Greater Egg Harbor School District project
179-20 Authorize submission of the Sustainable Jersey Grant

Raffles/Permits/Firemen’s Association Membership
	~ N/A

Council Comments: N/A
Public Comments: N/A
Motions: Santo/Maldonado  
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

Managers Report:
June 25th is the opening of Galloway Green Market.  The market will be every Thursday beginning at 4pm.  June 27th is bulk waste drop-off at Galloway Road.  The municipal offices are closed July 3rd in observance of the July 4th holiday.  Estimated tax bills will be mailed within the next 2 weeks and the due date is August 1.  A lot has been going on over the past few weeks and the manager extended special thanks to Chief Higbee and her department.  Public Works saved approximately $47,000 by removing the existing surface at Imagination Station.  Galloway Township was the first town in New Jersey to open to the public.  Lastly, happy birthday to our clerk, Kelli Danieli.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Clute – Thanked GTPD for everything over the past couple of weeks.  Unfortunately police are guilty by association.  Please be safe.  Restaurants and breakfast places are opening for outdoor seating.  Please, if able, tip a little extra tip to the servers and bartenders.
Councilman Coppola – Echoed Councilman Clute’s words.  Our township has been through a lot and the police handled it in an exemplary manner.  People had a voice.  Small business is now open, please support.  Buy and shop local.  Appreciates all of the support the Shoppes at Smithville have received from the community.
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Extended her thanks to the township manager for his leadership over the past few months in an ever-changing environment.  Opened the complex safely for employees and the public.  Thanked the township clerk for getting the outdoor dining spaces approved in a short amount of time.   Also thanked Mayor Gorman for his efforts coordinating with the state, county, businesses, etc.  Also commented on the demonstrations, they were peaceful and the police interaction was exemplary.  Received her primary vote by mail ballot.  Encouraged the public to complete and send back in.  Exercise your right to vote.  Stay safe and continue wearing your mask and social distancing.
Councilman DiPietro – Happy birthday Kelli, thank you for all you do.  Thanked GTPD, the best department in the state.  Glad to see outdoor dining open.  Small businesses need our support.  Congratulated the 2020 Galloway graduates.  
Councilman Maldonado – Happy birthday to Kelli and expressed thanks for all she does.  Thanked the township manager for keeping council informed over the past several months.  Very proud of Chief Higbee and her officers.  She cares about people, regardless of nationality.  Keep the country in prayer. Happy Father’s Day to all of the dads.
Councilman Santo – Thanked those who protested peacefully. Thanked Chief Higbee for her leadership.  Supporting small local businesses and prays everyone gets back on their feet.  Thanked public works for all they do for the township.  Happy birthday Kelli, she’s the best.   
Mayor Gorman – Happy birthday Kelli.  Encouraged the public to support local businesses.  Chris and Kelli have been working diligently during the pandemic, along with the police and public works.  They all have been outstanding.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Evan Shea – 220 E. Coleman Place – Appreciates the public comment.  Asked of any policy or procedure changes are being considered to avoid an incident that would be an ugly national occurrence.  Councilman Coppola discussed the president’s executive order and said it doesn’t apply to Galloway as we have never condoned chokeholds.  Agrees Galloway police are guilty by association only.  They are under stress to make split second decisions. GTPD are highly trained professionals.  Glad we have a police force and would never want a conversation to defund the police.  Councilman Maldonado added he is very proud of Chief Higbee and her leadership.  She makes sure all protocols are followed.  He has the utmost confidence in our police department.  Councilman Santo commented we have had 3 different standoff situations within the past year without incident.  Our police department has a great outreach program, especially in the school system.  They build trust with students at an early age.  Mayor Gorman agreed with the other council members.  Chief Higbee has been in the forefront of situations that ended peacefully without anyone getting hurt.  He has full confidence in Chief Higbee and GTPD.  Councilman Clute added that since Chief Higbee has been in the position, she has brought back community policing.  Any accusations of force are always investigated.  She has also conducted active shooter training and is constantly looking at training and encourages her force to be a police friendly town.  Officers are approachable to kids and residents.  Councilman DiPietro agreed Chief Higbee does a great job.  Morale is up in her department.  She is very visible in the community.  Deputy Mayor Crawford agrees with all previous comments.  

Mike, Journey’s End Motel, 250 E. White Horse Pike – Commented that Mayor Small in Atlantic City gave a 5% discount on property tax.  Why doesn’t Galloway do that for small business?  Also mentioned customer stays for 90 days and collecting taxes.  Mayor Gorman is not sure how Atlantic City is offering a 5% discount.  His understanding is any discount has to be through state statute.  As for the length of motel stays, there have already been discussions concerning evictions, etc.  Mayor Gorman said he is willing to sit down and discuss with the owners.  Asked Mike to contact the manager’s office and schedule a time to discuss.  The solicitor added anything with property taxes has to be approved by the state.  Possibly, since Atlantic City is under state oversight, they can offer the discount.  Wished Kelli a happy birthday.

Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – Happy birthday Kelli. Thanked Chief Higbee for keeping the demonstrations under control.   Was informed there were some comments made towards the police that were not very nice.  Not courteous to the chief or the police officers present.  Mrs. J is not for defunding the police.  Chief Higbee is one of the best.  Galloway’s finest is the finest.  We have a good, caring police department.  Agrees with Councilman Maldonado, this is a time for prayer.  Next Mrs. J asked if there is another protest planned for June 19th. The manager responded there is one scheduled on the Stockton campus.  Lastly, Mrs. J asked what is happening with the senior center.  The manager explained it is still closed.  The center acts as a nutrition site 3 days a week.  The county has to wait for the governor to allow indoor dining.  At this point we haven’t discussed reopening, but we need to discuss how to open safely.  Mrs. J added the center is a haven for many seniors.  Possibly consider opening for the outside areas.  The manager will review and will talk in more detail.  The mayor will reach out to Trenton for direction.  

Luisa Spinella, 163 Kensington – Are the road paving projects still going on.  The manager explained the contract on the agenda earlier in the meeting.  Roads are chosen systematically by age, condition and needs.   PW Roads, Utilities and the engineer have input.  Due to the competitive prices, we have asked our current engineer to accelerate the roads program to get more road work accomplished.  Ms. Spinella asked if there is a schedule the public can view to see what roads will be done.  The manager suggested Ms. Spinella contact his office to discuss further.  

Hearing no further comment from the public, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.    Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Crawford and seconded by Councilman Maldonado.   Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:



Kelli Danieli, RMC	/s/			Jim Gorman		/s/
Kelli Danieli, RMC, Township Clerk			Jim Gorman, Mayor
