TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MAY 26, 2020

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gorman at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Gorman made an opening announcement concerning the meeting being conducted via Zoom and how the public can participate.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Gorman
Present via Zoom Software: Coppola, Crawford, DiPietro, Maldonado, Santo
Absent:  

Mayor Gorman asked for a moment of silence to honor those who gave their life defending our freedoms. 
Councilman Coppola led the flag salute.

On January 8, 2020, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Christian Johansen, Manager
		Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		Chuck Uhl, Chief, OEM
		Al Marmero, Solicitor via Zoom

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes – May 12, 2020
Motions: DiPietro/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

RESOLUTIONS:
147-20 Payment of bills in the amount of $8,845,048.13
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

148-20 Closed Session – No Closed Session

149-20 Award of Contract to Perna Finnigan for George Street Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Project
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Santo/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

155-20 Authorize contract with Hunter Keystone Peterbilt LP for two 2019 dump trucks
The manager explained one dump truck was budgeted along with a tree truck.  However during a DOT inspection it was determined that 3 dump trucks were deemed unsuitable for highway use due to the frames rusting away.   We amended our capital plan to purchase two dump trucks and not the tree truck.  Purchasing through the co-op will cut the lead time in half.  Hope to have both dump trucks for the winter.
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Maldonado
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y
156-20 Authorize up-fitting seven police vehicles under state contract vendor, Major Police Supply
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Maldonado/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

163-20 Request Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) to Modify Procedures for liquor license premise
The manager explained restaurants with liquor licenses need ABC approval to allow outdoor service under COVID19.  This resolution is asking the ABC to streamline the process.   
Public Comment:
Anna Jezycki – Gail Lane, asked for clarification.  What is the purpose?  The manager responded most liquor licenses are for consumption in the interior of the building.  To provide consumption of alcohol outside, the licensee has to apply to the ABC to expand their premises.  This resolution is requesting the ABC to expedite the application process.
Council Comment:  Councilman Coppola said he will be abstaining as he has a liquor license in the township.   
Motions: Crawford/Maldonado
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Abstain, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

Consent Agenda Resolutions
150-20 Authorize 37th annual outstanding student citizenship award to a graduating Absegami student 
151-20 Authorize payout of leave for an employee who retired effective May 1st
152-20 Authorize the cancellation & refund of taxes due to Veterans exemption qualification
153-20 Authorizing Caterina Supply to provide stormwater materials for various projects
154-20 Authorizing GovPilot to provide software support & maintenance for 2020
157-20 Authorize purchase of in car camera systems under state contract vendor, WatchGuard Video
158-20 Authorize Evoqua Water Technologies to provide bioxide for odor control at pump stations
159-20 Authorize M.A.S.E. Concepts to provide pagers, parts & service for the Township Fire Dept.
160-20 Authorize CW Sales Corporation to provide sanitary sewer materials for various projects
161-20 Authorize 37th annual outstanding student award to a graduating GTMS student
162-20 Authorize the cancellation of outstanding checks issued by the municipal court
164-20 Authorize the refund of overpaid taxes

Raffles/Permits/Firemen’s Association Membership
	~ N/A

Council Comments: Councilman Santo asked if the recipients of the Outstanding Student Citizenship awards have been made public.  The Clerk responded she does not believe the recipients have been informed just yet. 
Public Comments: Moesha Math, First Avenue – Asked if the materials to be purchased under #160-20 will be used for the sewer smell issue on 2nd Avenue.  The manager responded these products will be used throughout the Township.  The source of the odor on Second Avenue has not yet been identified.  A disinfectant system was installed and we are waiting to see if the problem is corrected. 
Motions: Crawford/Santo  
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining on #159-20), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

Managers Report:
Bulk waste is this Saturday.  Working on building modifications & policies to prepare for opening town hall to the public.  Analyzed tax collections for the 2nd quarter.  As of today we are down $700,000. 00 as compared to the same time period last year.  Will continue to monitor.  We are in discussions with our summer camp provider concerning stipulations to open summer camp due to the pandemic.    Staff is reviewing capital projects.   The Imagination Station project cost is less than budgeted and public works will be removing the sub-base thereby saving $50,000.00.  The bathrooms at Tartaglio field are moving forward, the mason work should be finished this week.  The bathroom building for GTAA is expected to be delivered the first week in July.  The 2020 road program is out to bid.  Staff is working with the engineer on the 2021 road program with the hope of capitalizing on the competitive pricing.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Clute – Pleased to see the sewer work at TartaglioField moving forward.  The contractor was working on Memorial Day.  Anxious to get back to business.  Hopes Governor Murphy can separate South Jersey from North Jersey and allows South Jersey to open ahead of North Jersey.
Councilman Coppola – Echoed Councilman Clute’s comments.  The time has come for shops and stores to open up.  South Jersey is different than North Jersey. New Jersey should use data to open ASAP as other states have.  Suggested a resolution be prepared to open South Jersey incrementally from North Jersey.  Get back to normal.  Suggested the manager take a look at what Cape May County did.  Mayor Gorman agreed and directed the Manager to forward information to council for their review.
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Agrees South Jersey is different.  Her only fear is the influx of people from North Jersey.  It’s time to reopen, but proceed with caution.  Sorry to see the Memorial Day ceremony cancelled at Germania cemetery.  Urged residents to continue social distancing.
Councilman DiPietro – Agrees with all of the comments from his fellow councilmen and the Deputy Mayor.  The mom & pop shops have been suffering; this is the season they make their money.  It is detrimental to open responsibly.  Supports a resolution from council to reopen incrementally from North Jersey.  Congratulated the graduates from GTMS and the high schools.  Outdoor graduation ceremonies can begin after July 6th.  Lastly thanked all essential workers.
Councilman Maldonado – In agreement to get things started to open up.  Stay focused on the needs of the community.  Cautioned parents to be mindful of their children around swimming pools and riding bikes in the street.  Thanked the mayor for leading us through the last few months and the community for their patience.
Councilman Santo – The discussions tonight are another example of Galloway Township leading Atlantic County.  Also agrees with a resolution from council to reopen.  Congratulated all of the township graduates.  Proud of our community.
Mayor Gorman – Again thanked all of the first responders and the essential workers.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – Agrees with opening local businesses, slowly.  Asked Deputy Mayor how the township can avoid an influx of people from North Jersey.  Deputy Mayor Crawford agreed it’s a tricky issue and we have to move carefully.  Mrs. J further commented beauty parlors and churches need to open, but with caution. We need to get our lives back.

Hershel Pinwella, Howard Johnson, 224 E. White Horse Pike – Thanked the mayor for reopening the motels.  Commented he is not getting help from the local police with people not checking out? Asked council for help.  Chief Higbee responded Mr. Pinwella’s complaint is from the last council meeting.  Since that meeting she met with Mr. Pinwella and other motel owners and they discussed many measures the owners could implement to improve their situation and how the police can assist.  The chief stated a supervisor responds to any call GTPD receives from a motel.  The chief also sent a follow-up email on May 20th to the owners and she has not received a reply.  In addition, the chief monitors the situation daily and there has not been a call to the police department since her meeting with the owners.  Councilman Coppola addressed EO #106 and asked if this order is causing the problems. The chief again explained the procedures for filing a criminal complaint for theft of services, or there is the eviction process through civil court. Unfortunately there is no immediate relief.  Individuals who have been placed in a motel to quarantine for COVID19 are having the motel charges paid by state agencies.  There are 32 motels in town and no issue has been received since the last meeting.   

Mr. Patel – 431 S. Second Avenue -  Thanked the chief for addressing the issue.

Haman, Budgetel – 234 E. White Horse Pike, stated the owners have no options if the renters do not follow the rules.  Only the motel owner gets hurt. The chief responded if someone stays and doesn’t pay, they should file a theft of services complaint. The motel owners can change their policies, cash only, security deposits, etc.  After 30-days the owners can file a civil complaint and the sheriff will evict. Mayor Gorman commented he is in agreement with what Chief Higbee has been doing and her explanation of the procedures that need to be followed. 

Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – She is annoyed with the comments that the police are not doing anything.  The motel owners should institute measures that were suggested at the meeting with the Chief.  The owners should be grateful they were able to reopen.

Amit, Liberty Inn – Thanked Chief Higbee for meeting with the motel owners.  Many motel owners are not renting rooms out of fear they won’t be paid.  Not sure what the solution is. Commented that he took issue with some statements from Mrs. J.  The motel owners pay high taxes to the State of NJ and the township.  They are citizens and deserve the same considerations. Thanked council for listening to their concerns.

Mr. Patel, Fair Bridge Hotel, 248 E. White Horse Pike, Asked Chief Higbee to resend the email.  The chief said she will have it delivered in the morning.

Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – She is also a taxpayer and does not appreciate the implication from a previous caller.  Anyone who knows her knows she is fair to all, regardless of color, gender or culture, etc.    

Hearing no further comment from the public, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.    Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Crawford and seconded by Councilman Santo.   Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:



Kelli Danieli, RMC	/s/			Jim Gorman		/s/
Kelli Danieli, RMC, Township Clerk			Jim Gorman, Mayor
