TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF APRIL 28, 2020

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gorman at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Gorman made an opening announcement concerning the meeting being conducted via Zoom and how the public can participate.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Gorman
Present via Zoom Software: Coppola, Crawford, DiPietro, Maldonado, Santo
Absent:  

Mayor Gorman asked for a moment of silence in memory for several township residents who recently passed.   Mr. Dan Twesten a former Galloway Township Coach, Mr. Conover, a longtime Galloway Firefighter and Mrs. Anne McGettigan a longtime Galloway business owner.
Councilman Clute led the flag salute.

On January 8, 2020, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Christian Johansen, Manager
		Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		Chuck Uhl, Chief, OEM
		Al Marmero, Solicitor via Zoom

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes – April 14, 2020
Motions: Maldonado/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

PROCLAMATIONS:
· National Law Enforcement Week proclamation will be given to Chief Higbee.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Mayor Gorman – Thanked everyone for working together during these tough times. Hopes everyone is staying safe.

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION (First Reading)  
2036-2020 – Authorize bond ordinance in the amount of $1,500,000.00 
The manager explained it is for general capital for improvements to township facilities, vehicles & equipment, roadway improvements and stormwater drainage improvements.  Our plan is to pay off  in short term notes, cheaper and more efficient.  Expects a 2 – 3 year payoff.
Council Comment: N/A 
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y
 
A public hearing is scheduled for May 12, 2020.

ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING (Second Reading)
2035-2020 – Authorize amending the Township Code, Chapter 319, Section 29 – Crosswalks
Public Comment: Mr. Russo asked for the location of the crosswalk.  The response was South Quail Hill and Brewster
Council Comment:  N/A
Motions: Coppola/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

RESOLUTIONS:
118-20 Payment of bills in the amount of $5,615,569.66
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

119-20 Closed Session – No Closed Session

132-20 Authorize participation in the ESCNJ for removal & resurface of Imagination Station with Whirl Construction
The manager explained this award of contract was budgeted in the 2020 budget. The current surface is 10- years old and has been repaired numerous times.  Hope to have completed while the playground is closed.
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

134-20 Authorize the Township Manager to prepare estimated 3rd Quarter 2020 tax bills
The manager explained the State budget has been delayed three months until September 30th due to the health emergency.  The county tax board can’t certify the tax rate until the state budget is adopted.   We need authorization for estimated bills for the August 1 tax payment.  November 1st will be a reconciliation bill.  Without this measure our cash flow will stop until November 1st.  Feels every town in the state will be forced to do the same.  Estimated cost to prepare the estimated bills will be approximately $15,000.00.
Public Comment:  Mr. Russo commented on the quality of the sound.
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

135-20 Authorize extension of grace period for property taxes
The manager explained today the Governor issued Executive Order 130 extending the grace period  to pay property taxes up to June 1st.  Staff ran the numbers and feels we can extend the grace period another 10 days after the initial 10 day grace period.   We owe the county and schools their portion of the property taxes collected (approx. $8,000,000.00) by May 15th.  The township can float the eight million another 5 days up to May 20th. 
Public Comment:  Mr. Russo commented he understands why the Township has to raise money to pay the school boards and county, but everyone else is giving the public a break, why aren’t they? Second, what’s happening with the school bus contract? Is the township paying the full amount or has that been cut off? The manager stated he does not have control over the school budgets, but believes there has been guidance from the State Dept of Education that those contracts have to be honored.  


Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Coppola
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

Consent Agenda Resolutions
120-20 Authorize participation in program by DLGS to conduct budget examination for 2020 fiscal year
121-20 Authorize service contracts with nineteen condominium associations 
122-20 Authorize the cancellation of taxes for 2020 due to Disabled Veterans Act – 50 Pembrooke Way
123-20 Authorize the refund of certificate of continued occupancy fee in the amount of $45.00 
124-20 Authorize application for a $1,500.00 grant from Association of NJ Environmental Commission 
125-20 Authorize amending Resolution #109-20 
126-20 Authorize refund of escrow fund account #D-01393 in the amount of $1,001.00
127-20 Authorize amending 2020 budget for insertion of $20,000.00 revenue (Chap. 159)
128-20 Authorize amending 2020 budget for insertion of $15,944.50 revenue (Chap. 159)
129-20 Authorize amending 2020 budget for insertion of $5,280.00 revenue (Chap. 159)
130-20 Authorize amending 2020 budget for insertion of $5,500.00 revenue (Chap. 159)
131-20 Authorize Payout of accumulated time for employee whom retired
133-20 Authorize Approval to Submit & Execute Grant application with NJDOT – Second Ave – Phase II

Raffles/Permits/Firemen’s Association Membership
	~ N/A

Public Comment: N/A
Council Comments: N/A
Motions: Crawford/DiPietro  
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

Managers Report:
The manager explained resolutions #127-#130 allows for the increase in the 2020 budget for income and expenditures.  In February when the budget was introduced we didn’t know exactly how much aid we would receive.  These resolutions reflect what the township actually received.  Wished a happy 14th birthday to his son Matthew and also Mia McColl.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Clute – Stay safe. Hoping this all ends soon.
Councilman Coppola – Happy to see the grace period for property taxes extended through May 20th.  80% of taxes collected go to the schools and the county.  Commented on the bond ordinance.  Wants the public to know this is not long term debt, but rather short term notes.  Glad to see a million dollars going to the road program.  Expressed happy birthday to Matthew Johansen and Mia McColl.
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Thanked first responders and essential personnel for their hard work.
Councilman DiPietro – Thanked all personnel and essential employees.  Support our local businesses.  Happy birthday to Matthew and Mia as well.
Councilman Maldonado – Encourage the community to look out for their neighbors. Will continue to pray for everyone.
Councilman Santo – Sends his deepest sympathies to the Twesten family.  Mr. Twesten coached Councilman Santo when he was participating in sports.  Mr.  Twesten helped make Galloway a great place.   Thanked those on the front lines.  Families are struggling to make ends meet and he is hoping things get back to normal.  Please be tolerant of each other.  
Mayor Gorman – Grocery store personnel are also essential personnel.  We’ll get through this, please be patient.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – Thanked all for ringing of the bells.  It was phenomenal.  150 cars in Absecon met at Rifici’s and had a caravan of cars with American flags driving around St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton.  Heard it was a wonderful sight to see.  It represented a symbol  of hope and we need hope today.  She asked about the surface for Imagination Station, will it be the same as what’s there now?  The manager responded , yes it will be a poured in place surface.  Mrs. Jezycki asked for the Township address to be publically announced so people can mail in their payments. The address was provided and the manager also explained the on-line payment option. The manager also commented on the lock box in the police station lobby.  Councilman Santo commented that St. Elizabeth Ann Seton will continue to ring bells at noon on Sundays.  Lastly Mrs. J thanked everyone for making the meeting available to the public.

Nick Russo – Addressed his comments at a prior meeting concerning the $35,000.00 for gasoline.  Lastly Mr. Russo commented on the township solicitor.

Donald Campbell – With the Atlantic Center for Independent living.  If you know anyone in the community with a disability who needs assistance, please reach out to his organization.   

Hearing no further comment from the public, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.    Motion was made by Councilman DiPietro and seconded by Councilman Coppola.   Meeting adjourned at 7:16 pm.


Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:




Kelli Danieli, RMC	/s/			Jim Gorman	/s/	
Kelli Danieli, RMC, Township Clerk			Jim Gorman, Mayor
