TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2020

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gorman at 6:40 p.m. Mayor Gorman made an opening announcement concerning the meeting being conducted via Zoom and how the public can participate.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Gorman
Present via Zoom Software: Coppola, Crawford, DiPietro, Maldonado, Santo
Absent:  

Councilman Santo gave the invocation 
Councilman DiPietro led the flag salute.

On January 8, 2020, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Christian Johansen, Manager
		Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		Chuck Uhl, Chief, OEM
		Al Marmero, Solicitor via Zoom

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes – April 28, 2020
Motions: DiPietro/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

PROCLAMATIONS:
· May 17 through 23 is National Public Works Appreciation Week.  A proclamation will be given to Matt Ayers, Director of Public Works.


COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Go Green Galloway met with representatives of the Atlantic County Board of Health concerning the upcoming farmer’s market at Village Greene.  Will open the last Thursday in June with all of the appropriate guidelines being followed and social distancing.  More information will be forthcoming.


ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING (Second Reading)
2036-2020 – Authorize bond ordinance in the amount of $1,500,000.00 
Public Comments:  
Don Purdy, Jr., South Odessa Avenue – What is this ordinance paying for? 
The manager explained it is for general capital for improvements to township facilities, vehicles & equipment, roadway improvements and stormwater drainage improvements.  We authorize an ordinance like this every year and is paid off in short term notes, not long term.
Council Comment:  N/A
Motions: Crawford/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, & Gorman-Y

RESOLUTIONS:
136-20 Payment of bills in the amount of $1,315,887.92
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/Santo
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

137-20 Closed Session – No Closed Session

138-20 Authorize state contract vendor purchase for Max Call Taking System for 911
Chief Higbee explained the need and advantages of the Mac Call 911 System.  It will enhance our existing system and can pin point 911 calls that come from cell phones with more accuracy.  
Public Comment:   N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Coppola/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

139-20 Authorize state contract vendor purchase for one 2020 F350 pickup truck
The manager explained this state contract purchase is for one 2020 F350 extended cab 4WD pickup truck and is budgeted in the 2020 sewer budget. 
Public Comment: N/A
Council Comment:  N/A  
Motions: Crawford/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y

Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

Consent Agenda Resolutions
140-20 Authorize refund and cancellation of taxes for block 1260.01, lot 22.11 – exempt veteran 
141-20 Authorize change order #1 to SWERP, Inc for a contract reduction of $4,749.20
142-20 Authorize payments to GTBOE & GEHRR under agreement with Barrette Urban Renewal
143-20 Authorize refund and cancellation of taxes for block 940, lot 11.04 – exempt veteran
144-20 Authorize co-op purchase for four 2020 Dodge Durango police vehicles
145-20 Authorize ESCNJ purchase for two 2020 Chevrolet Malibu police vehicles
146-20 Authorize co-op purchase of one 2020 Chrysler Voyager police vehicle

Raffles/Permits/Firemen’s Association Membership
	~ N/A

The manager explained resolution #141-20 is a reduction to the contract due to a decrease in quantities needed for the project.  #142-20 authorizes a pilot payment that was initiated years ago and is split between the Galloway BOE and the GEHRR school board for Absegami. #144-20 - #146-20 are for police vehicles budgeted in the 2020 budget – not capital funds.
Public Comment: 
Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – happy the farmers market will be back.  Asked why we have the Barrette contract.  The manager explained this payment was part of the agreement with Barrette for the Lenox tract which was vacant for many years.  Barrette writes a check for significantly more than we pay the schools.  The tax levy payment from Barrette is separate.   Mrs. Jezycki commented that school enrollment is dropping.  The township should keep the pilot money.  Next Mrs. Jezycki asked what other towns are using this 911 system on the agenda.  Chief Higbee said that was difficult to evaluate as it has to do with the consoles that support the 911 system.  Our software needs to be updated and this purchase will enhance our system.  If there was ever a problem, we would not know about it until it happened.  This purchase will be beneficial to the police department and the residents we serve.  
Nick Russo, Four Seasons – Commented he feels the purchase will be very helpful.
Council Comments: N/A
Motions: DiPietro/Crawford  
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Coppola-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Gorman-Y 

Managers Report:
Property tax payments are due on May 20, 2020 to avoid interest.  Bulk waste drop-off will be on Saturday, May 30th.  Started to address how to open town hall.  Looking to procure physical safeguards so we can safely open to the public when the governor lifts the stay-at-home order.  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Clute – Public works appreciation week should be longer than a week to properly recognize all they do.  Thanked essential employees everywhere.  We should pay attention to how other towns are opening.  Wants to get our economy back safely and timely.
Councilman Coppola – Reported he has been getting lots of calls as to the intentions of the Township for re-opening.  He is closely monitoring when it’s safe to open and safety is primary.  South Jersey is unique and he doesn’t think we should be treated the same as North Jersey.  Watching what other states are doing.
Deputy Mayor Crawford – Thanked public works for all they do and how responsive they are to the public.  Also thanked all of the volunteers who have been helping with our seniors picking up groceries, prescriptions, etc. Our volunteers are providing a great community service. Looking forward to reopening safely.
Councilman DiPietro – Thanked public works for their well deserved proclamation of appreciation.  Reminded the public to continue supporting local businesses, even after they reopen. Stay safe!
Councilman Maldonado – Expressed his gratitude to the township employees.  The community needs to stay positive and get through this pandemic. Help your neighbors.
Councilman Santo –Council is aware this crisis is difficult.  Advised the public to stay strong – council is with you.  
Mayor Gorman – Expressed his thanks to public works and Matt Ayers, they are second to none.  Reported he spoke to the Governor’s office and they want to reopen the state as a whole.  Concerned if we open South Jersey first, North Jersey residents will come down increasing the risk of COVID-19 exposure.  Also reminded everyone to support local businesses.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Anna Jezycki, Gail Lane – Kudos to Deputy Mayor Crawford on reopening the farmers market.  She has heard many positive comments about the help being offered to seniors.  The volunteers have been wonderful.  Wanted to give a shout-out to a local business, Pitney Market.  They have quality products.  Lastly she warned council to proceed with caution when we open-up.  We don’t need the exposure from North Jersey.

Hershel Pinwella, Howard Johnson, 224 E. White Horse Pike – Speaking for all of the hotels in the township. Asked questions related to the hotels opening up.  Mayor Gorman replied guidance from the Township will be coming soon. Next Mr. Pinwella asked for help concerning paying property taxes as they have no income for the past two months. The mayor responded he understands the position small businesses are in, but statutorily we can’t forgive taxes.  Should consider programs available for small business assistance.  Lastly he asked about police assistance with renters who don’t pay their bills.  Chief Higbee commented the police can’t physically evict someone during COVID-19 as per the Governor’s Executive Order.  Official evictions have to go through court.  The township police have talked with tenants in the past about payment issues.  Chief Higbee said she would be willing to meet with the hotel owners again to discuss their various issues.  

Nick Russo – Asked Councilman Santo about Grace Marmero?

Moesha Math, First Avenue – Questioned that Zoom is only audio. The clerk responded video is for council members, staff and the township solicitor.  Asked if the meetings in May and June will be held remotely.  The Clerk responded the May 26th meeting will be through Zoom.  No decision has been made for June.  Commented he had difficulty downloading the agenda.  The Clerk responded to call her office in the morning and she will walk him through it.  There is also a link to the agenda through Facebook.

John Gilbert, 158 N. Leipzig – Has been to council many times about dirt bikes riding on his property and racing on the street.  He doesn’t have a problem with the bikes on the trails.  Deputy Mayor Crawford told Mr. Gilbert she will call him on Wednesday to set up a meeting to discuss

Mike, Journey’s End Motel, 250 E. White Horse Pike - He has been closed for two months, no revenue coming in.  Hotel owners need a break.  Property taxes in NJ are very high. The mayor commented on the local level we don’t have the resources to help with assistance.  He will send him information on available assistance for small business owners.

Anna Jezycki – Kudos Jim.  Everyone in NJ pays high taxes.  The motel owners should hire their own lawyer to see what assistance is available.  Officials on the municipal level can’t give anyone any breaks.  We are all in the same boat and many are struggling.  Also commented that the Chief of Police should be addressed by her title. 

Nick Russo, Four Seasons – After listening about everyone being safe, last weekend in his neighborhood the boy scouts and their parents were putting plastic bags for canned goods in resident’s mailboxes.  The scouts and their parents were not wearing masks or gloves and were not social distancing.  They should be more mindful in a senior community.

Chief Donna Higbee thanked the Galloway community for following the rules put in place during the pandemic.     

Hearing no further comment from the public, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.    Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Crawford and seconded by Councilman Santo.   Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:


Kelli Danieli, RMC	/s/			Jim Gorman		/s/	
Kelli Danieli, RMC, Township Clerk			Jim Gorman, Mayor
