TOWNSHIP OF GALLOWAY
REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 12, 2019

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Coppola at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL:   
Present: Clute, Crawford, DiPietro, Gorman, Maldonado, Santo and Coppola
Absent: 

On January 7, 2019, official notice of this meeting was given to The Press of Atlantic City, the Mainland Journal, and the Galloway Patriot and was duly posted in Council Chambers and on the Township website.

Also Present:	Christian Johansen, Manager
		Kelli Danieli, Township Clerk
		William Blaney, Conflict Solicitor

Councilman DiPietro gave the invocation.
Councilman Maldonado led the flag salute.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes –  October 22,  2019
Motions: Clute/DiPietro	
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Crawford-Y, DiPietro-Y, Gorman–Y, Maldonado–Abstain, Santo-Y, and Coppola-Y

DISCUSSION:
Best Practices Inventory- The manager explained the township meets all of the requirements to receive 100% of municipal aid.  Thanked Kristen Manning, CFO for completing the checklist electronically. Councilwoman Crawford asked for a copy of item #12 on the checklist. She also mentioned the townships social media guidelines.  The manager responded the township has a social media policy, but will be clarifying the policy further.  Formal action is not necessary; the only requirement is to discuss the best practices inventory at a public meeting.   

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilman Maldonado – Veteran’s Celebration went off well.  Very moving ceremony. Thanked the participants, the volunteers and the Advisory Board. The mayor added it was standing room only.
Councilwoman Crawford – Equal Opportunity Board met last week.  Most of the public isn’t aware of the many advisory boards in the township.  Women and minorities are underrepresented on advisory boards and committees.  Encouraged council to reach out to the community to participate.  Galloway Sustainability (Go Green Galloway) received the Silver Recertification from Sustainable Jersey.  Thanked Melanie Lynch and the Green Team. This is the 4th time the Township has received a silver certification.  
Councilman Gorman – There is a new income tax deduction for honorably discharged military.  More information will be forthcoming.
Councilman Santo – Tree lighting is scheduled for December 1st at the municipal complex. Pilgrim Academy, Reeds Road and Absegami will be performing.  Festival of Lights is scheduled for December 22, 2019. 
Councilwoman Crawford asked if there is any update from the Planning Board on the Master plan update. The mayor responded some of the items have been addressed by Ordinance, but he will bring it up at the next Planning Board meeting. 

ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING (Second Reading) 
2023-2019 – Authorizing the sale of township owned land – Block 823, Lot 11
This is an undersized lot. This ordinance authorizes the township clerk to offer for sale by public auction land on Ash Avenue.  Property owners have been notified and the bid opening is set for November 25th.    
Public Comment: N/A
Council Comments: N/A
Motions: Gorman/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Gorman–Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Coppola-Y  

RESOLUTIONS:
323-19 Payment of bills in the amount of $1,064,481.94
Public Comment:  N/A  
Council Comment: N/A
Motions: DiPietro/Crawford
Roll Call: Clute-Y (abstaining from fire related payments), Crawford–Y (abstaining from Go Green Galloway, League of Woman Voters & the Democratic Club payments), DiPietro-Y, Gorman–Y (abstaining from the Democratic Club payment), Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y (abstaining from the Democratic Club payment), and Coppola-Y

329-19 Amend Resolution #284-19 to remove block 1101, lot 9.01 From a non-condemnation redevelopment area
The mayor explained this resolution removes a property on McDevitt Drive from the non-condemnation redevelopment area as per the property owner’s request.
Public Comment:  N/A  
Council Comment: N/A
Motions: Clute/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Gorman–Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Coppola-Y

332-19 Authorize the purchase of a complete restroom building for Gabriel Field - $268,111.00
This resolution authorizes participation in the Buyboard Purchasing Cooperative for park, recreation equipment and field lighting products to purchase a 400 square foot concrete bathroom building. The building will be a standalone building near the concession building.  
Public Comment:  N/A  
Council Comment: N/A
Motions: Santo/DiPietro
Roll Call: Clute-Y, Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Gorman–Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Coppola-Y

Consent Agenda 
Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not controversial & do not require individual discussion.  A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, seconded & voted upon as one item by the Township Council.  If any discussion is requested on a Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda.

Consent Agenda Resolutions
325-19 Authorize Regional Tire Service, Inc. for heavy equipment repairs & tires
326-19 Authorize the refund of escrow account balances  
327-19 Authorize Huber Locksmiths, Inc. to provide township wide locksmith service & repair
328-19 Authorize Mayor to accept 2019 funding for the Community Development Block Grant
330-19 Authorize Burke Chevrolet GMC to provide auto parts & supplies for repairs
331-19 Authorize the municipal drug alliance to apply & accept 2021 fiscal year grant
333-19 Authorize application and acceptance of the SJ Gas First Responders Grant
334-19 Authorize refund of mercantile license fee
335-19 Authorize MOU between the township and the Campaign for Working Families
Council Comment: The mayor clarified #328-19 is the CBDG Grant for projects at the senior center such as paving the parking lot, irrigation and fencing to complete the outdoor amenities started in 2019.
Public Comment: N/A
Motions: Maldonado/DiPietro  
Roll Call: Clute-Y Crawford–Y, DiPietro-Y, Gorman–Y, Maldonado–Y, Santo-Y, and Coppola-Y 

MANAGERS REPORT:  Reviewed calendar items.  November 20, 2019 is the last day to pay taxes/sewer or special water assessments to avoid the tax sale process. Reminded residents not to place leaves in the street near storm drains.  Refer to the township website to find out when leaves will be collected in your neighborhood.    

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilman Santo – Congratulated the candidates who won the election. 
Councilman DiPietro – Veteran’s Day celebration was great. Glad to see the schools represented.  Thanked the voters and looking forward to serving another four years.
Councilman Gorman – Thanked those who attended the Veteran’s Day celebration.  
Councilwoman Crawford – Kudos to Chris and him team who run this township very well.  Appreciates all of the progress happening in town.  Suggested a Galloway Pride Committee form.  Could work on beautification projects and other small projects.  The mayor agreed and suggested Crawford, Santo and DiPietro.   
Deputy Mayor Clute – Thanked the voters for their support.  No Shave November in underway and he is participating with the police department. 
Mayor Coppola – Veteran’s Day Ceremony was very well attended. We have the best well run town in the state.  The election is over and we need to focus on healing and bring people back together for the betterment of Galloway.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Susan Markman, New Leaf Court – Block 1165, Lot 7 has been purchased by Village ShopRite.  She wasn’t notified when the property went from residential to commercial.  Looks like there will be a supermarket behind her home.  Can’t imagine the lights, parking, traffic, noise, etc.. The mayor commented the change in zoning was back in 1993. The law only required a public notice of the change be advertised in the newspaper.  Individual notifications to property owners wasn’t required.  To date, an application has not been presented to the Planning Board.  The property is in a redevelopment area, meaning if any applicant requests an abatement, then council can become more involved  in the project.  Presently test samples are being taken.   The mayor asked for contact information of residents in the audience who will be affected if Village ShopRite submits an application to the Planning Board.  Councilwoman Crawford asked if the manager can send a proactive letter to Village ShopRite so they understand the concerns of the neighbors.  Solicitor said at this point, the township can’t make requirements, but we can inform them of the neighbor’s  concerns.  The solicitor commented  ShopRite may be receptive to meeting. 

Debra Hayes, 8th Avenue – Across the street from Arthur Rann School.  Parking issues in front of her house.  Has talked to the school officials and the police department.  Sewer cleanout and water meter are close to the curb.  Was advised “No Parking” regulations need to be done by ordinance.  Cars parking on top of her water meter and cleanout.  The manager will meet with the chief of police and the police captain to discuss what measures can be taken.      

Pat Hurley, 524 8th Avenue – Directly across from Arthur Rann School.  Addressed the parking problem with the previous chief of police.  People park on both sides of the street during the day.  We need a collective effort to remedy the issue.    Council can work with the school board to see what can be done.  The township will evaluate what measures can be taken.  

Les Keeper, 731 W. Pine Street – Discussed paving projects in Germania Gardens.  Concerned as the cold weather approaches and asphalt can’t be processed.  The manager commented the drainage and concrete work needed time for soil to compact.  He expects the contractor will be out of there by the end of the month.  Mr. Keeper talked about the Woodhaven drain and was advised the engineer is going back to look at that area.  The mayor explained the township isn’t paving all of Germania Gardens this year.  Some projects take two years to complete an entire area.  We are aware of the drainage problem near the animal hospital.  Our engineer is looking at that area also.  Mr. Keeper hopes the project is completed before the project gets shut down.  Also discussed the old Wawa on Tilton Road and the pedestrian walkway.  The building is empty.  At present the pedestrian walkway is useless.  Also commented on the trash around the Wawa.     

Kristina McGinty, GTAA – Thanked council for the new bathroom building. Presently there are over 900 children participating in sports.  With the addition of lacrosse next spring, that number could be 1100 kids.  

Hearing no further public comment, the mayor asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion was made by Councilman Maldonado and seconded by Councilman Santo, meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,					Accepted:



Kelli Danieli, RMC	/s/			Tony Coppola, Jr.		/s/	
Kelli Danieli, RMC, Township Clerk			Anthony J. Coppola, Jr., Mayor
