
FEMA Region 2 Preparedness Webinar Series Presents:

Holiday and Winter Fire Safety
Wednesday November 15, 2023, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM



Housekeeping Items 
• If you cannot hear the audio, please ensure the speaker at 

the top is green. There is no dial-in line. 

• You can enter your email address in the pod in the top right 
if you'd like to sign up for FEMA Region II newsletter.

• Enable captions by clicking CC and show captions. You can 
adjust the text size, color and location on the screen. 

• If you have any questions for the presenters, please type 
those in the Q&A box at the bottom of the page. 

• For any technical issues during the webinar, you can type 
those in the chat box or direct message the meeting hosts. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 2
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Q&A 
box

General 
chat
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Life-Saving Strategies

Holiday and every day 

fire and life safety



Unattended Cooking is Dangerous!

5

Cooking is, by far, the leading cause of home fires and home 
fire injuries.

In 2021, fire departments in the United States responded to 
an estimated 170,000 home cooking fires. These fires caused 
an estimated 135 deaths, 3,000 injuries and over $494 million 
in property loss.
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Life-saving strategies 
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Life-saving strategies
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• Establish a 3 feet safety zone 
around all heat producing 
appliances. Stoves, grills, 
space heaters, fireplaces, etc.

• No children or pets should be 
allowed within this space.
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Electric safety video
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Smoke alarm locations
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Replace smoke alarms every 
10 years
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Carbon monoxide alarm locations
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Carbon monoxide poisoning causes
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Residential fire sprinklers
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Home fire escape planning
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Multifamily home fire escape 
planning

28



Close the door
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Loss of any faculties 
can be a very 
debilitating 
experience. Throw 
in a life-threatening 
situation and the 
survivability rate 
becomes an added 
challenge to 
overcome.
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Where you live, have a plan.
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Understand your fire risk
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• Having physical or mental disabilities, whether 
permanent or temporary, doesn’t mean you can’t 
keep you and your family safe from fire.

• Build your home safety plan around your abilities.



Being older can be a potential 
disability
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Have you checked on family or 
your neighbors?
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Keep egress clear of fall hazards
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Electronic Device Safety
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Motorized micro mobility devices and other lithium-ion battery 
powered products can pose a serious risk to life safety when they are 
not charged and maintained properly.  Whether you use a battery 
powered mode of travel or electronic gadgetry for work or play, it is 
important to follow the manufacturers guidelines for safe charging and 
operation for all these devices. 



Electronic Device Safety
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Plan your purchase

Review the Consumer Products Safety Commission website Home - SaferProducts for any recall 

information on the products you are considering for purchase.

Look for a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory stamp on the packaging and product. Examples 

can be found on this link: OSHA's Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL) Program -

Current List of NRTLs | Occupational Safety and Health Administration. Products not meeting the 

standardized testing protocols could have a higher chance of failure.

https://www.saferproducts.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/nationally-recognized-testing-laboratory-program/current-list-of-nrtls
https://www.osha.gov/nationally-recognized-testing-laboratory-program/current-list-of-nrtls


Electronic Device Safety
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Safe charging practices

Use the charger provided by the manufacturer for the device being charged.

Do not overload outlets.  Outlets are designed to supply a limited amount of amps per circuit.  

Multiple outlets may be on the same circuit which allows only a certain number of devices to be 

safely plugged in and operating at the same time.  Use of multiplug adapters or power strips on an 

already heavily loaded circuit, may result in overheating and a potential uncontrolled fire.  

Charging devices should be plugged directly into an outlet and not into extension cords or multiplug 

adapters. When in doubt, have a professionally licensed electrician test your existing circuits and 

identify the safe use of each circuit.  Explain your needs, as this may require additional individual 

circuits to be added. 



Electronic Device Safety
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Proper disposal of batteries

Place tape over battery ends and terminals to help prevent accidental discharges and potential fires.

Repairs to any lithium-ion battery packs should only be performed by a certified repair facility.

Do not place lithium-ion batteries in trash or recycle bins as they have the potential to ignite within 

the bin or on the collection vehicle.

Locate collection sites in your community.  Check with your local authorities to determine when and 

where used batteries may be disposed of properly for recycling.  Battery Fire Safety (fema.gov)

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/home-fires/prevent-fires/batteries/#:~:text=Stop%20using%20lithium-ion%20batteries%20if%20you%20notice%20an,lithium-ion%20batteries%20away%20from%20anything%20that%20can%20burn.
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Bruce D. Bouch, MPIO
Fire Program Specialist
U.S. Fire Administration
National Fire & EMS Programs Division
Prevention and Special Operations Branch

| bruce.bouch@fema.dhs.gov

usfa.fema.gov / 202-717-3101

“More lives are saved through prevention 

than by rescue.” 

— Bruce D. Bouch



Questions?



Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Centers

Tuesday, November 21, 2023, from 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Registration: https://fema.connectsolutions.com/adacenters/event/registration.html

Disaster Mind Simulation

Wednesday, December 6, 2023, from 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

Registration: https://fema.connectsolutions.com/disastermindsimulation/event/registration.html

Dialysis in Disaster

Wednesday, December 13, 2023, from 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Registration: https://fema.connectsolutions.com/disastermindsimulation/event/registration.html

Join us for our next webinars:

https://fema.connectsolutions.com/adacenters/event/registration.html
https://fema.connectsolutions.com/disastermindsimulation/event/registration.html
https://fema.connectsolutions.com/disastermindsimulation/event/registration.html


See all our upcoming webinars

View previous webinar recordings

Contact Us:
fema-r2-prepares@fema.dhs.gov

Want Region 2 news? subscribe

https://fema.connectsolutions.com/admin/show-event-catalog?folder-id=142643103
https://www.fema.gov/region-ii-national-preparedness
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/individuals-communities/preparedness-webinars
mailto:fema-r2-prepares@fema.dhs.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSFEMA/signup/13827
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